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4. WIFE,

HIFE

The status of a woman who is marri-
ed, Used to identify a woman’s
relationship to a certain man as
married, e g Mr. Smith’s wife, It
is not used as a personal descrip-
tion such as “I am a wife”, A woman
would say “!’m married,”

HUSBAND

The status of a man who is married.
Used to identify a man’s relation-
ship to a certain woman as married,
e g Mrs, Smith’s husband, Not used
as a personal description such as
“l am a husband,”

SPOUSE

A neutral term to refer to either a
married man or woman in relation to
his or her partner, For example,
Betty is Tom’s spouse and vice
versa,

PARTNER

A neutral term preferred by many
feminists to describe the person
who the speaker is in a committed
relationship, Used by either married
people or unmarried couples, it
carries no sense of ownership that
the terms wife and husband stitl
imply. (Other terms to be defined:
lover, better half, significant
other perhaps in the future issues).
Housewife is a job and I'd prefer to
define it later with other job des-
criptions, Not all married women are
housewives, but all housewives are
married, (o¥=235 « 4 2 —)
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